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“A GREAT WORK
_ OF MORMON
MTE@AT@REMH&.:&&
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Imost from its inceprion, the philosophy of
AMﬂﬂnﬂnism has encouraged an enjoyment

of good literamure. In July 1830 the Prophet

Joseph Smith announced a revelation to his wife

Emma. in which the Lord commanded her to make a
selection of sacred hymns, saying, “the song of the
righteons is a prayer unto me . .." (D&C 25:11, 12},
Since the meaning of the word “song” included poerry
adaprable to music, this revelation served as an encour-
agement for che writing and appreciation of poetry. In
December 1832 another revelation urged the Saints o
seck knowledge of all things pertaining to heaven and
earth and ro seek wisdom our of the best books avail-
able (D&C BR:78-79. 118). Ten vears later the
Prophet Joseph Smith expressed this sentiment in
the more familiar article of faich, "If there is anything
virtuous, lovely, or of good reporr, or praiseworthy, we
seck after these things”

Manifestations of the creariviry implicit in Lacrer-
day Saint philosophy have been as diverse as the
cloquent lecters of Joseph Smich from Liberty Jail cele-
bradng the majesty of God: the plaintive diary entries
of Mary Goble Pay which evoke an awareness of the
conrage, determination, and the pathos of the handcart
pioneers; the salry anecdores of | Golden Kimball;
\and| the elegant artstry by which Orson Prace cap-
rures the essential elements in the Plan of Salvartion. . . .

All of this suggests that in our striving for spiritual
alignment with God it is imporeane that we cultivate
our minds and feelings by invelvement in literature and
the ares. T har this has been understood by loval Lacrer-
day Saines is evidenced by boch their wrirings and their
actions. .., !

f&ﬂuﬂiﬂiﬁ ._fi"nmj o ne

CHURCH HISTORIAN FROM 19721982 AND AUTHOR

| Qud in Richard H. Cracroft and Neal E. Lambert,
A Believing People: Litevature of the Latter-day Sainits (Provo,
Utah: Brigham Young University Press, 1974), forward.
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FORMER BYU PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH

ormon literature | includes |: I:i Y an inicial out-

pouring in the First fifey years, 1830-80, of

LI.I:‘[.',J:]}’ unsophisticated writing, EXpressive
of the new converts’ dramatic symbolic as well as lireral
journeys to Zion and their fierce rejection of Babylon,
and often intended to meee che immediate and practical
needs of the Church for hymns, sermons, and cracs;
|and | (2) the creation, in the next fifty vears, 1880-1930,
of a “home literature” in Urah, highly didacric fiction and
poctry designed to defend and improve the Saints but of
licele lasting worth—and alse the refining of Mormon
theological and historical writing into excellent and lase-
ng torms. . ..

It scems very inportant, when discussing Mormon
licerature, to remember that Mormonism begins with a
book. The Book of Mormon has been wvilified and
laughed ar by other Christians and ignored by literary
scholars and erivics. . .. Most of these people do not chink
of it as liverature, but it has the verbal and narrative POWER,
linguistic and histarical complexity, ethical and philo-
sophical weight, and mythic seructure of a great epic.

It was a non-Mormon, Douglas Wilson, who . . .
years ago pointed our the scandal of the neglecr of the
Book of Mormon by the American literary establish-
ment, and that neglect still continues, even in our post-
madern age of canon expansion and theoretical accemprs
to value all writing. Bur Mormon scholars have made im-
portant strides both in explicating the historical and cul-
rural substance of chis rich work and in applying various
forms of licerary analysis to the vext iself. . . .

_Iua.uph Smith was involved, as author or translator, in
much besides the Book of Mormen, and much of that
other work is also of high licerary merat. Sections of the
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AH! little flower, wps pringing, dztire-eyed,
The meadorw-brook beside,
Drapping deflicious balms
Tnto the tender palrnis
Of lover-winds, that woe with light caress,
Tt still contentedness,
Living atitd Mﬂﬂmiﬂg Jf{jr fﬂr‘.f'g,l" 15!#1?4’!?.!&'?‘-{;:{}".'-—
So, wiser far than I,
That only drearm: and sigh,
And, sighing, dvean: my lstless life away.

Ah! sweetheart bivds, a-building yorr wee house
I the broad-leavid boughs,

Pansing with mevvy trifl

1o praise cach others skill

And nod Your presy heaeds with premy 'I'.'i'l‘.!-ﬂlrf.‘
.‘i'ﬂw.'ﬂfr s.-;.rj,fﬁfrf

To svill and switter love’s sweet voundelay:—
Sa, Lﬂﬁ-‘fﬂ' than I,

That, lonely, dreans and i{gﬁr.

And, sighing, dream iy lonely life away.

Brown-bodied bees, that scent with nostrils fine
The adovoss blossone-wine,
ﬂr:lapiﬂg, reith beads f;:ﬁ_‘rf'rfu'mr
Into the pollen dust
Of vose and hyacinth and daffodil,
10 hive, it armber cell,
A honey feasting for the winter-day: —
So, betrer far than 1,
Self-wrapy, that dream and sigh,
And, sighing, drean: iy useless life away,

— I Coolbrith
PoET LAUREATE OF CALIFORMIA
SEE PP 3657
— r

w . Lef:"Loveria, Glendale,” phote by George Beard,
.  BY U Harold B, Lee Library Speciad Collectsons,
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Daocrrine and Covenants, such as 19,76, 88, and 121, and
his accounts of his first vision have been appreciared as
fine liceramre as well as scriprure. His literare and very
forthcoming lerters and diaries have been definirively
edired, as have reports of his sermons. The sermons,
) recorded from memory or in longhand, are quite frag-

mentary and unrevealing of his licerary power. excepr for

the rruly remarkable "King Folleer Discourse.” . ..
Early Mormons, like their mainly Puritan forebears,
were borh anxions abour their salvarion and moved
record evidence of their jov and success in finding ir. . . .
\ They were encouraged by Church practice and frontier
' American culmare to bear wirness both publicly and pri-
vately abour their hardships, feelings, and spiritnal expe-
riences and o ke incerest in their individual selves and
sense of crearion of those selves—so they produced, ar
great effort and in amazing detail, diaries and personal
reminiscences. Good examples of the journals, showing a
wide range ol sophisticarion and experiences. are
Wilford Woadruft's nearly daily record of over sixty
vears, which provides both a rich source of ecclesiasti-
cl and colrural history and also intimare insight
inw the development of an Apostle and Church
President; Eliza R. Snow's "lrail Diary]” our best
souree for the horrendous crossing from Nauvoo to
Council Bluffs after the martyrdom of Joseph Smich
and of the unique spiritual outpourings to the
woinen there during the winter and spring of 1847,
George Laub’s down-ro-earth record of the mo-
mentous events of Nauvoo and the costs of dis-

cipleship for ordinary members: Mary Goble Pay's

Etevnal Science! who r.wnfd'ﬁ;.rfmﬂ.r thee
Must Larench bis bark spoan i shoveles sea.
Thy knowledge yet shall overwhelm the eavth,
Thy tvaath to immorvtality
give biveh,
Thy dasen shall kindle
fi Ffﬁ?.i:i".l"l .-Jaﬂ-'.
sl mian, inamiortal,
still shall owa thy sway,
—Parlzy It Praze, Key to Theology
(Salt Lake City: Deseret News
Stearmn Printing, 1874), 1L

Lefi seili-life: iStock phote 26340140

reminiscence of the 1856 handcare rragedy, uniquely
moving in its understated purity, which demonstrates
how the characrer of an unerained narrator and powerful
events honestly recorded can combine to produce grear
writing; and the witey, detailed, and poignane diary of
Joseph Milletr, covering both his 1853 mission as a
reenager to Nova Scotia and his larer life as a sertler in
Southern Urah and Nevada.

Such qualities often come chrough in the lecrers as
well, Like diaries, letrers provide the revealing erhical
context of spontaneous, unrevised thought and day-by-
day decision-making and living with consequences, as
well as unequaled directness. Such directness often makes
diaries and lerrers “truer” than the usval histories, which
can be talsified by generalization and are valuable, even
understandable, only when we see in them what Stephen
Vincent Bener called people’s "daily living and dying be-
neath che sun,”

There were also some significant achievernents in tma-
ditional literary forms in the first period. Eliza R. Snow
was an accomplished versifier betore she converted

Mormonism and mumed her lent wo long, didactic poems

about Mormon history, leaders, and beliefs. She also pro-
duced some tine short lyrics and a number of hymns, The
poems were published in two volumes, 1836 and 1877,
and the hymns are still a highly valued part of the Mormon
hymnal, especially “O My Father” which states the unique
Mormon doctrine of a Heavenly Mother. One other book
of poerry was published during this period, John Lyon’s
The Harp of Zion: A Collection of Poewns, Esc. (Liverpool:
5. W. Richards, 1853}, and other fine hymns were wrirten
by W, W, Phelps and Parley P, Prar.

The first Mormon fiction, as well as some of the

maost impor@ant and licerate early tracts,

was also written by
Prace. His "Dialogue
berween Jaseph
Smich and the
Devil.” first
published in
the New York
Herald in
1844, is,

though
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Santa Clavs
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Remember vour time honor'd laws,

a Rind master of the m::rr:rglg e .
Prepare vour gilis, good Santa Claus, S
(nd hang them on the Christmos tree.
Hnd where no Chrisunas trees are found,
With liberal hand your gifis distill,
Uhe bags and swockings hanging round,
Great Santa Claus, be sure 1o [l -..I "
Untie your purse—enlarge vour heart '
: 0, do not pass ane single door:
" Hnd in vour gen'rous walk impare E
Notir comlarts to the sick and poar.
When eyes are watching for the morng
In humble hutand r_-:rttf-lgc l.l:}_ﬂ:
Dow djsﬂpj:ruinl-ud and fﬂrlum.
Il missed dear Santa Claus, by vaw.
Go all the rounds of baby-hoad,
B  Hnd bless and cheer the hearts of uH P
. Che “linde folks.” and please be good!
L Co those who're not so very small

—Eliza R Snow

|
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