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s UTAH'S FIRST CITIZEN D

.Tr

I “Motes Giood, lyenr

™ harles Kelly, ranger and writer, calls Miles
Goodyear Urah’s first citizen, and indeed
 he has just claim ro such a ridle, Perhaps he
miight well be called the guide of the 1847 company
of Saints ro Sale Lake Valley tor he met the vanguard
of the Saints near Fvanston and guided Porter
Rﬂ'l.']':."ﬂrl:ll |.|.“'||'| I'l tIl.'.T. E\'.'!LU {.:-..l.“':ffrl | |I|'|I.| 1||I'.':|'| HEUHE_ tJ |~
Weber River until Rockwell found the going oo
tough for the “boss,” Brother Brigham.

As with many mountain men, Miles Goodyear
was a Yankece by birth and scemed to have inherited
the Yankee traits for sharp rrading. He was orphaned
at three and raised l.hruuf_h the l._iliiri'f:!.' of relatives
and neighbors. This undoubredly influenced his
thinking and love of freedom, which he valued more
tlliiﬂ. :'-lf.'l.'l.]r'it:i'. F‘I’.'\'I'I"IHJ:"';- L 'l.‘.':ii]t |'||H|:|:||' l..ltlll'.'l' llfr‘.lll.f.f
boys, he tired of his shackles and ran away from
home, rraveling as fast and far as possible
until EEI1.||E:,' he could breathe more
treely the air of freedom. Where could
Carson had decided on the
West, and Miles did the same.

On April 30, 1836, the sixteen-year-old

Miles (irmdjrmr met the Marcus Whirman parey

“a boy go? Kit

[ Dr. Whitman, his new bride Narcissus,
Henry H. Spaulding and bride,
H. Gray, and rthree Nez Perce Indians),

He had gaveled Far, was half

“h IHI’-':lnu

.'iL— >

clothed, cold, wer, and very hungry from a rwo-day
l;u!L 1"'!'-1II:.'.I.J'\~. He tn|1.1 i

some truth—he was from lowa, needed ammunition,

. "':":'J|i1|11.1|1 !!‘.H't:r' Wl l'..'l.]t l'_ll'-

and wanred ro go to the mountains. The generosiy
of the missionaries was such thar they 511pp|ied him
from their larder with food and ammuoniton, buae
they also advised him to return to lowa. The supplies
he .IL"-:_'r.'J_'II_t.'J.‘.l; the advice he refused.

His offer to aid the party was accepred, however,
and rhey agreed ro supply him, in rurn, with a horse
|“'||.I L"'.Ell.'ip[ll'i.‘i“.. Hl:‘.'.'n:\-‘L'r. At I'-'Ul'l HH”... il.!'.' Il,'.'l:t [hl:
Whitman party, explaining he did not care for
the missionaries—no effense intended—and he
'i'.'.ll'ltl..'i.-l (4] |.|'[.' |'.r:.:r.' Ley 5{: sy I'll:.' J:'lll,'-l.ﬁ-l.‘d .'llh.! "|'|.'|:1I:']"l:.. -I_h'ﬂ
parting was generous—the Whitmans paid him

with an outfir thar he had well carned.
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Miles' firse three years in the mountains were a
schooling for him. He lacked supplies and skill to trade
with the Indians, and he worked as a camp tender or
roustabout. Trappers were free with their knowledge
and stories, and g1';idu:1||:.' Miles learned some rudi-
ments of the trade as he built up a small fund for mad-
ing. His reputadion at Forr Hall was good, and so when
he decided o become an independent trader, the Factor
of the Hudson Bay post of Fort Hall, named Grane, ex-
rended credic to him, With a pack animal, horse, rifle,
and supplies Miles set out for the Grear Basin to trade,

Much of Miles Goodyear’s trading was done in
Utah, and he reportedly went as far south as the Sevier
Valley in the south central part of the state. In his
second year of trading, he spent some time in Utah
Valley and near Payson became acquainted with Chief
Pe-teet-neet, The chief had a comely daughrer named
Pomona whom Miles met. It is doubtful if there were
much of a courtship excepr for the usual exchange of
goods with the chief for his daughrer, Pomona. As with
many Indian brides of mappers, her life was hardly one
of romantic adventure and she might well be termed a
“fur-widow" for the far-flung trading field called o her
husband., However, she did have two children, a boy,
William Miles, and a girl, Mary Eliza.

As with all trappers and traders, Miles dreamed of
owning his own fort and trading from it. A site for a
fort must be chosen carefully. Three prerequisires were
necessary, namely, imber, water and grass. In addition,
there was also needed a nearby supply of game animals
for food and furs.

Jim Bridger had seen the handwriring on the wall
and knew that the day of the fur rrapper was over,
The rumble of wheels of the Whitman party along the
Oregon Trail had been followed by other groups. In
1843, Hridgﬂr and Louis Vasquez founded Fort Hridg-:r
on Black’s Fork of the Green River tor the convenience
of travelers. Such a fort offered much better and safer
means of doing business than going from tribe to tribe
in search of furs. Furthermore, it would serve as a mar-
ket to emigrants going west who would need some sup
plies and horses,

Miles knew of Bridger’s fort, and as he looked for a
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Peter Skene Ogden . ..

Fur trader, trapper, explorer, intrepid leader of
Hiedson Bay Fur Company. He visited Utab in
1825, 1828 and 1829. Discovered the Himboldt
River, in present Nevada, in 1828 and exploved
thoroughly the northern shores of the Great Salt
Lake in 1829, Established Ogden’s Hole, modern
Huntsville, Utah, the center of the Indian fir
trade. Ogden City, valley, viver and canyon bear
his name.!

Peter Skene Ogden was born ar Quebec,
Canada, in 1794. He was the son of a prominent
lawyer. ... It has been said of him that he always re-
mained a cultured gentleman and continued to
live a noble life,

However, Peter atr an carly age showed his ad-
venrurous spirit and love for an our-of-door life.
When he reached maturity, he rejected the law
profession and became a rapper. Now he is re-
garded a5 onc of the most famous explorers and
pioneers of the West—a true frontiersman whose
name is prominent in Weber County history.

[Ogden] rapped in central Canada undil 1818
and then came to the Pacific Coast. . .. In the fall
of 1824 Ogden took command of the Snake River
expedition, . . . [His| journal relates the experi
ences of the members of his company during the
winter of 1824-25. On December 22, he wrote:
“If we do not find some game, we shall surely
starve. My Indian guides threaten to leave us. . . .
On New Year’s Day Ogden wrote: “We had more

fasting then feasting, . . . Our horses can
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scarcely crawl for want of
grass; but march they must or
starve. ... I'woweeks later...
“A horse this day killed— his
hoof was found entirely worn
away, only the raw stump left”

Ogden had merely reached the
northern border of Utah in 1825, His
next trip to the stare was in 1828, On
December 23, he wrote: "Here we are at the end of
Great Sale Lake, having this season explored one-half
of the north side of it and can safely assert, as the
Americans have of the south side, thar it is a barren
country, destitute of everyching™ Interpretation of
Ogden’s Journal leads to the conclusion that he prob-
ably did nort reach the Grear Salr Lake region ar all uneil
1828, and he did not come to Weber County at that
time.? But he went around the north end of the lake
and swung westward, and explored that summer the
whole region north and northwest of the Grear Salt
Lake, He discovered and trapped the Humboldt River
in Nevada, which was called the Ogden River undl
Fremont changed its name in 1843,

The first trip that we definitely know that Peter
Skene Ogden made ro Ogden River, Ogden’s Hole,
and other poines in Weber County took
place in the fall of 1830, Joseph L.
Meck, a member of the Rocky
Mountain Fur Company, left

: ! s ﬁ*lli‘;‘ ’ 4

an account of Ogden and his Bricish trap-
pers’ being camped on the present site of
Ogden City, when the American trappers
artived under Fitzparrick.t &

Excerprs cited from Milton R. Hunter. Bencarh
Ben Lomond's Peak: A History of Weber Counry,
18241900 {’.ﬂrfr Lake f.-'ﬂ:f: Prblichers Press, 1966),
16-18,

1 Phqu-: informarion on This [s the Place Momiment,

2 Opden Josernal, Dec. 1824, Dec. 1828, cited in Oregon
Histevical Quarrerly, 11:388,

3 Hiram Marrin Chictenden, The American Fur Thade of the
Far West (New York: Barnes & Noble, ¢1935), 1:788 -89,

4 Francis E Vicwor, The Rivers of the West (Hantfoed, Conn.;
Toledo, Ohio: R. W, Bliss & Co.; Newark, N.J.: Bliss & Co.;
San Francisco: R. [

Trumbull & Co.,
1870). 96.
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site for his, he kepr in mind a locarion thar would be both
an Indian trading center as well as a possible emigrant stop-
ping point. The mouth of the Weber River scemed tobe a
logical site, for it was near Indian rrails as well as a winrer-
ing ground for the Shoshone, Furthermore, the area had re-
ceived the blessings of John Charles Fremont, who saw itas
a stopping point for emigrants going west. Certainly, to a
man on horseback, the Weber Canyon led seraighe to Fort
Bridger, a logical route from the East to California.

With a small capiral of horses, cartle, and goars,
Miles was n:ad:.r to launch his venture in 1845, His credit
was good at not-far-away Fort Hall. He set to work with
vigorous industry to build Fort Buena Ventura on the
Weber River near [present-day] 29th Streer to the east of
the Union Pacific Station. Here his fort of two or three
log houses, sheds, and a stockade-surrounded vard re-
mained for nearly five vears until high water of the river
forced the new owner to move it to higher ground. Later
it became the home of Mrs. Minerva P Stone Shaw, who
gave it to the Daughrers of Urah Pioneers in 1926, Two
years later they moved it to its present location on the
west of the Tabernacle grounds in Ogden.

However, a forr could nor suppress the travel urge,
and in 1846, he left his wife behind to care for his small
plot of land and animals. This rip rook him to California,
where he mer John Charles Freemont., A sale was made
to the Captain for a total of $1,888.00—paid for in un-
honored government vouchers. In the spring of 1847,
Miles returned to Utah, driving a herd of cheap California
horses which he intended to sell ar Forr Bridger, His re-
trn journcy followed the Donner Trail from Donner
Lake to a point near FEvanston, Wyoming. Here, on
July 10, 1847, Miles Goodyear met the Mormon scouting
party of Norton Jacobs, George A, Smith, Erastus Snow,
and Porter Rockwell. He agreed ro guide Porrer Rockwell
to the Valley of the Grear Salt Lake via the Weber
Canyon. Porter was pleased with the ip through
Eche Canvon and Weber Canyon east of Devil's Slide.
However, as the canyon narrowed, the traveling became
more difficulr for the men on horseback. Mute evidence
of the difficulty of the party of emigrants of the previous
year was etched on the canyon wall for they had wied to

build a wagon road over the turbulent and swollen Weber

6§ PIONEER -Vel. 56, No.3 +2009

“Ti'ln.l-".:-; EMEW OF HHII]HF.H.H FORT, ANIDD A5 HE LINIKED
FOR A SITE FOR HIS, HE KEPT IN MIND A LOCATION THAT
WOULD BE BOTH AN INDIAN TRADING CENTER AS WELL AS
A POSSIBLE EMIGRANT STOPPING POINT. #IHHJ'_' MOUTH OF

T *‘i
THIE “'I:'.H-EH. HI\-’EH SEEMED TO BHE A LOGICAL SITE.

Fort Burnaventura State Pavk, E-Fﬂ.r. { ftab. For more .".rallfbﬂmrﬂ':.'n. fre
e el com state P b/ breenaventura



River, Porter Rockwell is credired with saying thar the
" .. Old Boss would never mke wagons over such a
damned trail .., and indeed Brother Brigham did not.
Instead, he decided ro follow the dimming rrail of the
Donners from Henefer to Salr Lake City,

Miles Goodyear had in July, 1847, more business
than he had bargained for. He had hoped emigrants
would stop at his door to trade for horses and supplies.
Now he had neighbors by the hundreds who probably
would never wanr to rrade. Freedom which he had
prized so much eleven years earlier now was chal-
lenged. Sll the man could not just pick up and move.
I'here was the marter of a fort, stock, and land. On the
other hand, it is doubtful if the early Mormon sertlers
in Salt Lake Valley cherished any more the idea of a
gentile neighbor, either. Both would be glad ro see
Miles move on to some other fort or pasture,

Captain James Brown, commander of the Pucblo
detachment, lefr Sale Lake Ciry for California in order
to draw the pay due his men. His route took him
through Fort Buena Ventura, where he discussed the
possible sale of the forr with Miles Goodyear. The
Yankee fur-trader was indifferent bur encouraging, and
some of the Mormons accompanying Captain Brown
returned to Sale Lake Ciry, reporting to Brother
Brigham thar Miles probably would sell the fort
Brother Brigham was happy to know this, and he au-
thorized the purchase of the properry from Goodyear.

Andrew Goodyear, Miles' younger brother, wok
the advice of his brother to come west, and in
MNovember, 1847, arrived at Fort Buena Ventura. Miles
and Andrew appeared relucrane ro sell, bur since rthe
Saints had hard cash o offer, he indicated thar he
might. There was the usual round of Yankee trading
and bickering, but finally the sum of $1950 was arrived
at. All concerned said ir was fair,

The deed was another matter. A Spanish land
grant gave to Miles Goodyear all the land in Weber
Valley east of the Grear Salt Lake, south of an east—west
line drawn from the lake through Hot Springs to the
Wasarch Mounrains, west of the Wasarch Mountains
to the Weber Canyon, and north of an east—west line
from the Weber Canyon to the lake. These are roughly
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the boundary lines of present-day Weber County. As
tor the Spanish land grane, well, thar was probably an
invention of Miles Goodyear to safeguard his property
from Mormon encroachment or to add a note of legal-
ity to his sale, Afrer a cenrury of looking, no one has
tound the deed.

With his land sold and $1950 in his pocker—
maore than he had ever had before or after, according ro
Dr. Leland H. Creer—Goodyear started our for
California but not before he aided the Saints once
more. He told his friend, Porrer Rockwell, and com-
panion, Jefferson Hunr, abour the southern route to
Calitornia which they later took. Goodyear followed
the same roure, and while in California—I1848—
bought a herd of horses with the money he had
received for his Ogden real estate transaction. These
he drove east in 1848 to Fort Leavenworth, where he
hoped to sell them ro the army, but the army was not in
the marker for horses now the war with Mexico had
ended. Miles, therefore, wintered along the botroms
of the Missouri River and in the spring started for
California with his horses via the Oregon Trail. The
gold rush was on, and a new marker for horses had sud-
denly blossomed, so that he had no trouble in making a
profitable sale,

When he lefr Ogden for California, Miles
Goodyear had left his wife—Pomona, and two half
breed children, William Miles and Mary Eliza—be-
hind. It is not clear, but Pomona apparently deserted her
absent husband, leaving the children in the care of the
Mormons. She then married Sanpitch, an Indian, who
mistreated her. As a resulr, she died shortly chereafrer.

Goodyear fared lirtle berter. After his sale of the
horses, he sickened and died November 12, 1849, leav-
ing his property ro his brother Andrew and his chil-
dren in the care of Brigham Young. The boy, William
Miles, joined his Uncle Andrew in 1852, and the girl,
Mary Eliza, in 1860. Both children grew to adulthood

bur died compararively early from ruberculosis. &

From The SUP News, Falumie 6, No. 8, .Iugm.l'. 1969, Authors
Ramie Rol Fiven,

Paintings of Fore Buenaventara (2-3 ), Brown's Forr {10-12),
and Lovin Farv's Cristonilf (18-19) .EII']-' Farvell R. Collett, conr-
teiy Weber State College.
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Ben Lomond Peak, | Willavd Marriort Libvary, University of Utah
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